
What are crop rotations?
Crop rotation simply means growing different
crops in a recurring sequence on the same
piece of land.  This may include alternating row
crop production from a high residue-producing
crop (such as corn harvested for grain) with a
low residue-producing crop (like soybeans).  It
may also involve rotation with small grain or a
grass – legume hay crop.

How it helps the land
The effect a crop rotation will have on the land
varies with the capability of the land; the type of
crops grown; how the crops are grown; and how
the crop residue is managed.  Good rotations
can improve crop yields, increase profit, return
more organic mater to the soil to improve or
maintain tilth; reduce pest problems; do an
effective job of controlling soil erosion; and
reduce fertilizer needs.

Where the practice applies

Crop rotations can be used where wind and
water erosion are a problem.  Crop rotations
work best with other conservation practices such
as conservation tillage, field windbreaks,
contouring, and grassed waterways.

Requirements of crop rotations

To reach the planned level of erosion reduction,
you must follow the crop sequence shown in the
narrative section in your conservation plan.
This practice is considered applied when the
most soil conserving crop has been planted at
least once in each specified field, or when it is
clear the specified crop ratio is currently in place
for all affected fields or treatment units.  The
most soil-conserving crop is the crop with the

lowest overall erosion potential.  It is identified
in the narrative of your plan.

Maintaining the practice
After the most soil-conserving crop is
established, it must be rotated with the other
crops according to the planned rotation.
Weather conditions, unexpected herbicide
carryover, and marketing considerations may
affect year to year cropping decisions.  These
conditions may require a change in your
scheduled rotation.  A simple adjustment to
rotations can often be made by following these
guidelines:
• Crop substitution is permitted only if an

equal or more soil-conserving crop is
planted.  In addition, any requirements for
crop residue cover must also be met when
planting the substitute crop and in following
years.

• Small grains and hay can always be used to
replace any row crop or low-residue crop.

• Corn harvested for grain with residues left in
the field can always be used to replace
soybeans or any other low-residue
producing crop.

• For crop rotations that include hay, the
rotation can be lengthened by maintaining
the existing hay stand for additional years.

• Crop sequences can not be lengthened with
additional years of annual crops without
working with NRCS prior to planting the
crop.

• In areas where summer fallow is practiced,
the decision to plant a crop or fallow is
made based on soil moisture at planting
time.  Fields should be fallowed only when
soil moisture is not adequate to produce a
crop.  A fallow year is often included as a
part of the crop rotation in these areas, and
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adjustments can be made following the above guidelines.

Site Specific Comments and Recommendations
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